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A recent leading article in the British Medical Journal (1952, 1 : 474) Histologically fatty degeneration of the heart muscle was demonstrated.
C. diphtheritic (mitis) was isolated from the throat. The child was not immunized.
Case 2. J. M., aged four years. He liad complained of sore throat of four days duration with swelling of the neck. He was not immunized. When admitted the child was suffering from peripheral circulatory collapse. There was a ' bull-neck.' The tonsils were enlarged and there was membrane on both. Heart sounds were soft but regular.
He responded well to initial treatment but twenty-eight days later palatal and ocular palsies developed. Three days after this his diaphragm became paralyzed and he collapsed and died.
A post-mortem was not carried out. C. diphtheriae was not isolated from the throat swab.
This was a particularly tragic case as a brother of the patient had been carried uying to the casualty department of a City hospital. A post-mortem examination carried out there demonstrated the presence of an extensive membrane of the nasopharynx from which C. diphtheriae gravis was grown.
A sister also developed gravis diphtheria but recovered. None of the family Was immunized. 
